








Seeking appropriate disclosure on ESG issues by the

companies in which we invest

The development of the first SAM questionnaire in
1999 was a direct result of the lack of disclosure
by corporates on ESG issues. It aimed to send a
strong signal to the largest 2500 companies that
investors value appropriate reporting on these

issues.

SAM'’s questionnaire contributes towards address-
ing disclosure issues by specifying which aspects
of ESG performance SAM as an investment group
expects companies to report on, and what indica-
tors SAM encourages them to use.

A number of companies use the SAM question-
naire as a management tool to review their sus-

tainability performance internally.

There are examples of companies whose CEQOs are
compensated partly by their company’s results in

the SAM Corporate Sustainability Assessment.

Reporting practices have improved: less than 60%
of the largest Oil & Gas companies participating in
SAM'’s assessment reported their greenhouse gas
emissions in 2000. Today, over 85% provide de-

tailed reporting on this issue.

Promoting acceptance and implementation of the
Principles within the investment industry

Sustainability research, corporate sustainability
assessment, and Sustainability Investing represent

the foundations of SAM's activities.

SAM strives to promote a greater alignment of in-
terest amongst market participants to encourage
the adoption of sustainable investment practices.
We do so primarily by publishing research on the
links between Sustainability Investing and alpha
generation, thereby strengthening the investment

case for integrating sustainability in investment

processes.

Through its index licensing business in general and
the DJSI in particular, SAM is constantly in touch
with other asset owners and asset managers to of-
fer its sustainability benchmarks as platforms for
the adoption of ESG criteria in their investment

processes.

SAM

“Sustainability Invest-
ing is not a static
investment approach.
SAM continuously
improves and further
develops its research
methodology in order
to identify and interpret
corporate sustainabil-
ity information that
has a material impact
on long-term share-
holder value creation.”

Pierin Menzli,
Co-Head Research SAM

"Going to the most
sophisticated asset
owners in the institu-
tional arena and
explaining to them
the alpha potential of
Sustainability Investing
and its role in their
asset allocation is a
great challenge that
SAM fully embraces.”

Michael Baldinger, Head Clients
and Distribution SAM
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Collaboration

e SAM is involved in 15 university collaborations,
where it provides sustainability data to partner uni-
versities and supports them in conducting empiri-
cal research on the linkage between sustainability
performance and financial performance. The re-
sults of these studies are widely published.

e SAM conducts in-house empirical research and
shares the findings publicly to help reinforce the
investment case for integrating sustainability in
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investment decisions. In 2008, for instance, SAM
published a white paper entitled “Alpha from Sus-
tainability”.

e SAMis an active member of key industry platforms
and thought leadership initiatives such as Eurosif,
Ceres and ASTIA.

Reporting on our activities and progress towards

implementing the Principles

e SAM is committed to transparency as the founda-
tion of trust with clients and stakeholders. We are
convinced that reporting on our PRI-related activi-
ties is particularly critical for addressing the trust
deficit created by the financial crisis.

e SAM’s Corporate Sustainability Assessment is au-
dited by an independent third party on an annual
basis. The results are publicly disclosed through the

yearly review of the Dow Jones Sustainability In-
dexes and the publication of SAM’s Sustainability
Yearbook.

e SAM’s internal performance measurement and
reporting mechanisms are all geared towards mea-
suring its progress in implementing sustainability
criteria.

SAM

“Collaborations with
academic partners
enable us to leverage
our extensive data to
investigate empirical
links between sustain-
ability and financial
performance.
Together we can then
refine the way sustain-
ability is integrated in
valuations.”

Christophe Churet
Analyst SAM

“Communicating

in a transparent

way is key in
transforming financial
markets towards
higher levels

of sustainability.”

Ruud Wilders,
Head Marketing, Communications &
Sales Management SAM




SAM at a Glance

OFFERING
SAM offers a full range of Sustainability Investing capabilities — be it in asset management, private equity or Indexes.

FOCUS
SAM exclusively focuses on exploiting sustainability insights to generate attractive long-term investment returns.

METHODOLOGY
SAM is one of the market leaders in terms of integrating financial and sustainability insights into a structured
investment process. SAM’s research underpins the globally recognized Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes (DJSI).

DATABASE
SAM maintains one of the largest proprietary databases for corporate sustainability — a database that forms
an integral part of the investment process.

EXPERIENCE
SAM pioneered Sustainability Core investments in 1995 and launched Sustainability Theme investments in 2001.

PEOPLE

SAM maintains a unique, cross-disciplinary research team combining leading-edge financial analytical skills
with in-house technology and scientific know-how. Additionally, SAM is supported by an unparalleled global
sustainability network.

NETWORK
SAM is a member of Robeco, which was established in 1929 and offers a broad range of investment products
and services worldwide. Robeco is a subsidiary of the AAA-rated Rabobank Group.

Important legal information: The details given on these pages do not constitute an offer. They are given for information purposes only. No liability is assumed for the
correctness and accuracy of the details given. Copyright © 2009 SAM - all rights reserved.

WINDMILLS
New generations of turbines enable the optimal exploitation of
variable winds in urban areas.

SAM
Josefstrasse 218 - 8005 Zurich - Switzerland
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